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Last  Monday,  our  correspondent  with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Adminis- 
tratisn  told  us  the  story  of  "Gopal  Bindu",  an  alleged  cure-all  from  Lahore, 
India,  intercepted  at  the  port  of  Baltimore  and  deriei  entry  into  the  United 
States  "because  of  "gross  mishranding" .     You  will  recall  that  "Gopal  Bindu" 
purported  to  cure  all  manner  of  ailments  peculiar  to  men,  women,  children, 
and  animals. 


"As  I  remember,"  writes  our  correspondent  in  today's  report,  "I  stated 
last  week  that  Gopal  Bindu  made  the  most  ridiculous,  far-fetched,  and  fraudu- 
lent claims  I'd  ever  heard  of  in  connection  with  a  proprietary  medicine. 

"I'm  about  ready  to  eat  my  words,"  she  continues,   "after  reading  the 
annual  report  of  the  Food  and  Drag  Administration,  published  this  month.  In 
his  annual  report,  Chief  Walter  G.   Campbell  made  these  statements: 

"'It  seems  incredible  that  today,  30  years  after  the  passage  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,    .   .   .  medicines  should  be  found  in  interstate  commerce 
bearing  claims  for  the  treatment  of  cancer,  tuberculosis ,  and  diabet? es . 
Medical  authorities  are  unanimous  in  holding  that  there  is  no  known  drug 
cure  for  any  of  these  diseases.     Any  medicine  claimed  as  a  cure  is  a  patent 
fraud.     Nevertheless,  during  the  fiscal  year  193-  inspectors  of  the  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  found  2.1  such  preparations  in  interstate  channels.  ' 

"Mr.   Campbell  goes  on  to  state  that  five  of  these  preparations  bore 
claims  for  the  treatment  cf  cancer,  nine  bore  claims  for  the  treatment  of 
tuberculosis,  and  ten  fo"-  the  treatment  of  diabetes.     Three  of  the  products 
each  carried  claims  for  two  of  these  serious  diseases.     Eleven  seizures  were 
made,  and  fines  totaling  $2,5^1  were  assessed  in  eleven  criminal  prosecutions. 

"Claims  for  pneum?nia,  influenza,  gallstones,   rheumatism,  Bright' s 
disease,  and  venereal  diseases  continue  to  be  made  on  the  labels  of  medicines 
that  have  no  value  whatever  in  the  treatment  of  Ihose  conditions.     The  firms 
resorting  to  this  sort  of  business  find  shelter,  at  least  temporarily,   in  the 
requirement  that  the  Government  must  prove  that  the  manufacturer  was  actuated 
by  a  fraudulent  intent,  and  in  the  inadequate  man-power  of  the  Administration, 
whi«h  must  cover  the  coast  lines  and  State  borders  with  a  corps  of  inspectors 
numbering  less  than  one  hundred. " 
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Concerning  veterinary  medicines,   our  correspondent  says  that  Federal 
inspectors  sampled  and  analyzed  1^7  products  during  the  year,  resulting  in  15 
seizure  actions  and  l6  criminal  prosecutions.     These  lk~J  samples  represented 
Sk  manufacturers,  18  of  whom  were  made  defendants  or  appeared  as  claimants 
in  legal  proceedings. 

"In  contested  cases  during  the  year,"  quoting  our  Washington  correspond- 
ent,    "the  Federal  courts  upheld  the  Government's  contention  against  a  so-called 
contagious  abortion  remedy  composed  of  cornstarch  with  a,  trace  of  potassium 
permanganate,   sold  for  from  $5  to  $12  a  pound;  a  so-called  'protection  powder' 
laheled  as  a  preventive  for  almost  all  the  diseases  of  livestock  and  poultry, 
consisting  of  Glauber's  salts  and  "baking  soda,  and  sold  at  $7-5C  per  hundred- 
weight; and  a  poultry  'remedy'   composed  of  water,  alcohol,   carholic  acid,  and 
potassium  chlorate  selling  at  75  cents  per  quart,  laheled  as  an  effective 
treatment  for  all  poultry  diseases." 

Now,  again  quoting  Mr.   Gamphell,  Chief  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion:    "Without  the  continuous  enforcement  of  the  law  as  applied  to  such  veter- 
inary preparations,  the  losses  to  farmers  who  purchase  them  would  reach  large 
proportions,  not  only  "because  of  the  money  paid  for  the  fake  remedies,  hut  also 
because  reliance  on  ineffective  drugs  may  result  in  the  loss  of  valuable  animals. 

So  much  for  proprietary  medicinal  products. 

Next,  our  correspondent  comments  on  the  spray  residue  situation.  Encour- 
aging, she  says,  for  according  to  the  annual  report,  only  lhG  seizures  of  fruits 
and  vegetables  were  necessary  as  a  result  of  6,632  samples  inspected  by  Food  and 
Drug  officials.     This  compares  favorably  with  the  total  of  33^  seizures  made 
during  the  previous  fiscal  year. 

The  survey  of  the  food  field  for  lead  contamination,   continued  from  last 
year,  has  demonstrated  that  most  foods  are  practically  lead-free  and  that  the 
occasional  adulteration  found  is  accidental  and  preventable. 

Fishery  products  commanded  much  attention  during  the  past  year.  During 
the  year  the  close  supervision  of  crab-picking  plants  was  broadened  to  include 
the  south  Atlantic  seaboard  and  the  Gulf  coast.  "Sanitary  conditions  in  these 
areas,"  quoting  directly,  "indicate  a  need  for  considerable  attention." 

The  salmon  pack  was  exceptionally  bad  in  1936-     Listeners  to  this  series 
of  talks  will  recall  that  in  recent  years  the  salmon  pack  has  shown  consistent 
improvement,  and  that  in  1935  "the  pack  was  so  uniformly  excellent  that  no  legal 
action  was  necessary.     But  the  pack  for  1936  did  not  uphold  that  excellent 
record  —  officials  found  it  necessary  to  seize  29*+, 000  shipping  cases  of  canned 
salmon. 

On  the  other  hand,   canned  tuna  fish,  with  a  record  pack  of  two  and  a  half 
million  cases,  was  involved  in  only  five  seizures  because  of  decomposition. 
Canned  California  mackerel  was  of  uniformly  high  quality:  although  the  output 
of  every  packer  was  sampled,  no  decomposition  was  found. 

Canned  shrimp,   the  annual  report  points  out,  is  now  of  uniformly  high 
quality.     Most  of  the  canned  shrimp  on  the  market  now  is  packed  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  under  the  voluntary  inspection  service  author- 
ized by  the  Seafood  Amendment. 
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